different pulsotypes. Clonal dissemination of two major pulsotypes (A and B), widespread throughout the hospital, contributed to the observed A. baumannii imipenem resistance, which has persisted since at least 2001 despite several elimination attempts, including the use of polymyxin. Pulsotype B was predominant from 2001 to 2002, after which clone A emerged as the dominant type (Table 1 ). This clone was found to be identical to the previously described Iberian OXA-24/40-producing clone (5) . Pulsotype C, with only two isolates, seemed to represent a sporadic event within the observed prevalence of clones A and B. Antimicrobial susceptibilities varied among isolates according to clones (Table 2) . A. haemolyticus isolates presented resistance to all ␤-lactams, with the exception of cefepime, ceftazidime, and aztreonam. All Acinetobacter sp. isolates were resistant to ciprofloxacin, whereas susceptibility to aminoglycosides was variable. Only 11 isolates (including the two A. haemolyticus isolates) showed a colistin MIC of Ն4 g/ml (2). However, when the recently updated CLSI susceptible interpretative criterion of Յ2 g/ml (3, 8) was applied, the susceptibility rate dropped from 96.1% to 92.1%. Detection of carbapenemase production, ulteriorly identified as an OXA-24/40 enzyme, was performed as previously described (5) both S1 nuclease digestion and I-CeuI digestion, performed as previously described (7), revealed that although some clone A A. baumannii isolates showed a chromosome-positive signal (ca. 150 kb) for the bla OXA-24/40 probe, most also presented a positive hybridization in plasmidic bands of ca. 180 kb and ca. 30 kb. Similar hybridization signals were observed in the A. haemolyticus isolates. Further studies on plasmid characterization, assessing the homology among different plasmids, are ongoing.
We describe, for the first time, the presence of an OXA-24/40 enzyme in an A. haemolyticus clinical isolate. Although the spread of OXA-24/40, both in the Iberian Peninsula and in France, has been correlated with the progressive dissemination of a single A. baumannii clone, the observation of this enzyme in a different, previously unreported, genomic species, A. haemolyticus, poses new questions on OXA-24/40 dissemination. It now seems reasonable to suspect a horizontal dissemination of the bla OXA-40 gene between different species, an ability supported by the observation of this enzyme, previously described as chromosomally encoded (7), in a plasmid. Notwithstanding, the dissemination of "successful" clones may possibly contribute to the high rates and persistence of imipenem-resistant A. baumannii isolates (4). a IPM, imipenem; MEM, meropenem; AMX, amoxicillin; AMC, amoxicillin-clavulanic acid; CAZ, ceftazidime; FEP, cefepime; FOX, cefoxitin; TIC, ticarcillin; TIM, ticarcillin-clavulanic acid; PIP, piperacillin; TZP, piperacillin-tazobactam; ATM, aztreonam; CST, colistin. The MICs of ␤-lactams were determined by the Etest method and those of colistin by the agar dilution method (11) .
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b Neg, absence of carbapenemase production.
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